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	1.
Purpose


	The Board acknowledges the need for safe storage of books, clothing, school materials and personal property and may provide lockers for storage purposes.



	2.
Authority


SC 510
	It shall be the policy of the Board that all lockers are and shall remain the property of the school district. As such, students shall have only a limited expectation of privacy in their lockers.



	
	No student may use a locker as a depository for a substance or object that is prohibited by law, Board policy or district rules, or constitutes a threat to the health, safety or welfare of the occupants of the school building or the building itself.



	
Title 22


Sec. 12.14
	The Board reserves the right to authorize its employees to inspect a student’s locker at any time, based on reasonable suspicion, for the purpose of determining whether the locker is being used improperly for the storage of contraband, a substance or object the possession of which is illegal, or any material that poses a hazard to the safety and order of the schools.



	3.
Delegation of 

Responsibility
	The Board authorizes the administration to conduct random general searches of lockers when the district has a compelling interest in protecting and preserving the health, safety or welfare of the school population.



	
Title 22

Sec. 12.14
	Students, parents/guardians and staff shall be notified at least annually, or more often if deemed appropriate by administration, concerning the contents of this policy.



	
	The Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures to implement this policy.



	
	The principal or designee shall be present whenever a student locker is inspected based on reasonable suspicion.



	
Pol. 225
	The principal shall open a student’s locker for inspection on the request of a law enforcement officer only on presentation of a duly authorized search warrant or on the intelligent and voluntary consent of the student.



	
	The principal shall be responsible for the safekeeping and proper disposal of any substance, object or material found in a student’s locker in violation of law, Board policy or school rules.



	
	The principal shall be responsible for promptly recording in writing each locker inspection; such record shall include the reason(s) for the search, persons present, objects found and their disposition.



	
	School officials are authorized to search a student’s personal possessions or motor vehicle parked on school property when there is reasonable suspicion that the student is violating law, Board policy or school rules, or poses a threat to the health, safety or welfare of the school population.



	4.
Guidelines
	Students shall assume responsibility for maintaining the security of their lockers.



	
Title 22


Sec. 12.14
	Prior to an individual locker search, the student shall be notified and be given an opportunity to be present. However, when school authorities have a reasonable suspicion that a locker contains materials which pose a threat to the health, welfare or safety of the school population, student lockers may be searched without prior warning.



	
	Searches conducted by the administration may include but not be limited to utilization of certified drug dogs, metal detection units, or any device used to protect the health, safety and welfare of the school population.



	
	Search Of The Person



	
	When the principal or his/her designee has a reasonable suspicion that a student is in possession of narcotics, contraband and/or illegal or prohibited items, the principal or his/her designee may authorize a search of the student’s person and/or personal effects, including but not limited to, a search of the student’s clothing, handbags, wallets and bookbags for the purpose of removing such items in order to protect and maintain a positive and healthy school environment.



	
	Reasonable suspicion is defined as a conclusion arrived at by a reasonable, prudent and conscientious mind from facts at hand that is not caused by such improper motives as dislike for the student or malice, but only from the facts which are known. If they logically, rationally and in exercise of good sense lead a reasonable, prudent and discreet person to conclude that a student has illegal or prohibited material on school property or on his/her person, this is a reasonable suspicion, but there must be a fair and conscientious consideration of only the facts that are known.


	
	To illustrate,the principal or his/her designee has reasonable suspicion for the search if the principal or his/her designee:


	
	1. Has recently received reliable information from an individual that s/he has actually and very recently seen narcotics, contraband and/or illegal or prohibited items in the possession of the student to be searched.


	
	2. Has recently and personally observed narcotics, contraband, and/or illegal or prohibited items in the possession of the student to be searched.


	
	3. Has secured the voluntary and uncoerced consent of the student to be searched after personally observing the student engaging in a suspicious activity or after finding the student in an area associated with the exchange, use or sale of narcotics, contraband and/or illegal or prohibited items, without official permission for being there.


	
	4. Has recently received reliable information that the student voluntarily admitted recent possession of narcotics, contraband and/or illegal or prohibited items and gave their location.


	
	During any search of a student’s person, including a pat-down search, the principal or his/her designee shall be present, along with at least one (1) other adult employee of the Carmichaels Area School District. Those conducting or present at the search must be the same sex as the student to be searched. If extreme emergency conditions require a more intrusive search of a student’s person, which would require the removal of the student’s clothing, such a search may only be conducted in private by a school official of the same sex, with an adult witness of the same sex present, and only upon the prior approval of the principal/assistant principal for matters pertaining to elementary students, or the principal/assistant for matters pertaining to secondary students, or their designee, unless the health or safety of students will be endangered by the delay which might be caused by following these procedures. In any search, the complete removal of a student’s underwear is prohibited. Searches are to be conducted in such a manner as to reduce to a minimum any embarrassment to the person being searched, and searches are to be no more intrusive than is necessary.


	
	Procedures For Searches


	
	The procedures for searches of a student’s person or locker and periodic searches of student lockers, shall be as follows:


	
	1. It is prohibited for any student, while at school, to possess on his/her person or in a locker, or to use in any manner or to sell any substance, item, or device, the use, possession, or sale of which is a crime under the laws of Pennsylvania or a violation of district rules and regulations.


	
	2. Any building administrator or teacher who reasonably suspects that a student has in his/her possession on school property or sells or uses on school property an illegal or prohibited material, shall proceed as follows:


	
	a. Since by law an administrator or teacher stands in the place of a parent/ guardian to the students in the school, the matter or incident should be referred immediately to the building principal or his/her designee with an explanation of what facts led to the conclusions that the student possesses, uses, or sells illegal or prohibited material(s).


	
	b. The principal or his/her designee shall then confront the student privately with the facts as related to the principal or his/her designee and ask the student to consent to a search of his/her person and/or locker.


	
	c. The principal or his/her designee shall be persistent in his/her request and, if necessary, insist upon the search.


	
	d. If the student uses force to resist, the police should be called for help.


	
	e. When a search is made of a student or his/her locker, the principal or his/her designee should be present. In addition, the procedures set forth in the sections above must be followed.


	
	f. If illegal material is found, it should be confiscated, marked in some identifying manner in the presence of the student, if possible, and that of at least one (1) other teacher, and then held in a safe place for delivery to the police. The police should be called immediately and advised of the matter and all material should be delivered immediately to the police. An attempt should then be made by the principal and his/her designee to notify the student’s parents/guardians.


	
	All school personnel shall cooperate with the police in every manner possible in carrying out this policy.


	
Pol. 815
	Educational technology, including computer used electronic communications (e-mail for example), is intended to be used for education-related functions and applications in accordance with school policy. Since privacy of the data storage and communication is not guaranteed, students/users should have no expectation of privacy. No Carmichaels district employee will normally inspect the contents of electronic communications sent by one or more students to an identified addressee or disclose such contents to anyone else but the sender without the consent of the sender unless required to do so by law or policies of the Carmichaels Area School District, or in the interest of school safety and the enforcement of discipline and other school regulations.


	
	References:
School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 510
State Board of Education Regulations – 22 PA Code Sec. 12.14
Board Policy – 225, 815
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